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"standing value him for his rhymes." And (p. 17.) "That he has
*egot, like Mr. Bays in the Rehearsal, (that is, like Mr. Dryden) a
"notable knack at rhyming, and writing smooth verse."

Of his Essay on Man, numerous were the praises bestowed by
his avowed enemies, in the imagination that the same was not   5
written by him, as it was printed anonymously.
Thus sang of it even

v BEZALEEL MORRIS.
"Auspicious bard! while all admire thy strain,
"All but the selfish, ignorant, and vain;                            10

"I, whom no bribe to servile flatt'ry drew,
"Must pay the tribute to thy merit due:
"Thy Muse, sublime, significant, and clear,
"Alike informs the Soul, and charms the Ear," &c.
And                                                                                     15

Mr. LEONARD WELSTED

thus wrote3 to the unknown author, on the first publication of
the said Essay: "I must own, after the reception which the vilest
"and most immoral ribaldry hath lately met with, I was sur-
prised to see what I had long despaired, a performance deserv- 20
"ing the name of a poet. Such, Sir, is your work. It is, indeed,
"above all commendation, and ought to hav^e been published in
"an age and country more worthy of it. If my testimony be of
"weight any where, you are sure t6 have it in the amplest
"manner," &c. &c. &c.                                                        25

4-25 Of his Essay . . . &c. &c. &c."\ Om. 17290,.

Pope gives a completely false impression by leaving out half of a sentence.
After the word "rhymes" Dennis adds: "as they would be fond of an Asseinego,
that could sing his part in a Catch, or of a Baboon that could whistle Waiting-

14. Ear" &c. <For Morris, see Biog. App. I am indebted to Mr Robert
W. Rogers of Harvard for tracing these lines for me: they are the opening
lines of a short poem prefixed to the anonymous pamphlet, An Essay on the
Universe: A Poem, 1733, (B.M. 11631 b 17), and are addressed "To the Author
of the Essay on Man." Since this pamphlet was advertised early in April 1733
( The Bee, i 4.97) Morris must have written his complimentary verses in ignorance
of the fact that he was complimenting Pope. The Essay on Man was published
anonymously towards the end of February 1733, and it was some time before
Pope's name was confidently connected with it.>
a     In a Letter under his hand, dated March 1 2, 1 733.